
HESQ GUIDELINE

SAFE USE OF HAND CHAIN BLOCKS

Tringen II Turnaround 2013 SEPTEMBER 14, 2013

ADAPTED FROM: 
Lifting Equipment Engineers Association – Instructions in the safe Use of Hand Chain Blocks. Available at <http://www.sutch.co.uk/Handchainblocks.pdf>
WorkSafe Gear. Care and Safety Instructions for Manual Hoist. Available at<http://www.worksafegear.com/docs/database/rigging_CB_LH.pdf>
Budgit 2007.  Operation, Service and Parts Manual, USA Hand Chain Hoists

Inspect regularly and refer to a competent person if you find any of the following:  Wear, damage to trolley, 

hooks and fittings, damaged or distorted slack end anchor, chains worn, bent, notched, stretched, corroded, 

do not hang freely, twisted or jump, load slips will not lift, damaged block casing, illegible markings.  Check 

manufacturer’s manual for recommended inspection protocols.

Install the chain hoist by connecting the upper 

hook to trolley or support.  The support must 

have sufficient strength to support weight 

of chain hoist plus applied load, such as a 

structural beam.  NEVER support on 

process piping.  Make sure hook latch is 

closed before using hoist.

Do no use chain blocks unless you understand 
the equipment and slinging procedures.  Read 
the manual.

Never use defective equipment. 

Never use the block chain as a sling.

Ensure block is safely rigged and chains are not 
twisted.

USING HAND CHAIN BLOCKS SAFELY

Never use defective equipment. 

Raise the load just clear and then halt to check the 
integrity of the block and slining method.

Ensure travel path is clear and you have clear view to 
avoid collisions. 

Ensure you select the right block for the job.  Consider 
the following:

Type of suspension – hook or trolley

Capacity, class of use and range of lift

Chain blocks are designed for vertical lift only

Store the chain blocks in dry and clean stocks free 
from chemical influences and vapours and 
protected from corrosion.

Never return damaged blocks to storage. Remove 
all dust, water and impurities from the chain block.

Store by top suspension with chains clear of the 
ground.  Chains may be wrapped to facilitate this

Always store the chain block without any 
suspended load.

Blocks should not be dropped, thrown or dragged 
on the floor

Lubricate pulleys, pivots of hook and springs of 
safety latches of hooks.

STORING AND HANDLING HAND CHAIN BLOCKS

IMPROPER CHAIN HOIST USE CAN RESULT IN DEATH OR SERIOUS INJURY

SELECTING THE CORRECT BLOCK CORRECT INSTALLATION

PREUSE / INSERVICE INSPECTION & MAINTENANCE
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